MMJAL  RiilFORT  OF  THE  liEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1956 


TO  the  Ma^yor,  Aldermen  and  Coiincillors  of  the  Borough  of  Sudhury;- 
Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  for  your  consideration,  the  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1956. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  y/hilst  somewhat  lov/er  than  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  are  fairly  satisfactory.  There  v/as  an  excess  of  deaths  over 
"births  but  nevertheless  the  estimated  population  of  the  town  remained  the  same. 

No  great  cha^nges  were  noted  among  the  causes  of  death.  There  has  hov/ever, 
been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  n'umber  of  notifications  of  Measles. 

I  wish  to  acknoY/ledge  y/ith  gratitude  the  sup,  ort  received  from  the  Chairma.n 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Tovm 
Clerk,  Mr.  R.  Coates,  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  L.C.  Heyne  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  C.h.M.  Hazlewood  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year  reviewed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.P.  BixRCLAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


1.-  General  Statistics. 


Figured  in  brackets  throughout  the  report  relate  to  the  previous  year. 

Population,  Registrar  General's  Estimate  6260  (6280)  Area  1925  acres. 
N'umber  of  inhabited  houses  2857  (2850)  Rateable  Value  £40,421  (£39»560) 
S'um  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/56  £153  (estimated)  (£152.  17.  9^-) 


2.-  Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

77  (87) 

2  (2) 

M. 

41  (41) 

1  (2) 

F. 

36  (46) 
1  (0) 

Total. . . 

79  (89) 

42  (43) 

37  (46) 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

3  (1) 

0  (0) 

2  (0) 

0  (0) 

1  U) 

0  (0) 

Total. . . 

3  (1) 

2  (0) 

1  (1) 

Crude  Live  Birth  Bate  per  1,000 
Estimated  population. . .  12.6  (14.2) 
Adjusted  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population  13»9  (l5*6) 

England  and  Wales...  15*7  (l5*0). 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Births . .  58.0  (II.2) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births, 
England  and  Wales...  25. 0  (23. l) 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  2.5  per  cent. 
DEATHS  registered  in  1956 


Death  Rate  (crude).. 

Death  Rate  (adjusted)  .. 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales.. 


15.2  (15.9) 

10.6  (10.7) 

11.7  (11.7) 


Total  95  (100)  Male  42  (37)  Female  53  (65) 

Hvimher  of  Y/omen  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth,  pregnancy  or  obortion 


(a)  from  sepsis 

(b)  from  other  causes  ..  ..  .. 

Deaths  of  Irefants  under  one  year  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
England  and  Y/ales  per  1,000  live  births  .. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  .. 

Deaths  from  Whoopirig  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ('under  2  years  of  age) 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases  . . 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis 
Deaths  from  Pneumonia 
Deaths  from  Nephritis 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 
Deaths  from  Leidcaemia  . . 

Deaths  from  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  .. 

Accidents  (Motor  Vehicle) 

Accidents  (Other)  ..  ** 

Suicide  . .  . .  • • 

Homicide 


MALE 


4  (6) 
15  (16) 


FEMALE 


9 

18 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 


(8) 

(33) 

(0) 

(6) 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 


0 

0 

3 

0 


0) 

0) 

4) 

0) 


38.0 

23.8 

0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 


45.0 

24.9 


TOTAL 


•  • 

•  • 

•  •  w 

..  0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

•  • 

..  0 

(2 

1 

(2 

1 

(4 

•  • 

. .  1 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

2 

(0) 

•  • 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

SECTION  B 


A.  WATER  SUPPLY 


An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district. 
Quarterly  bacteriological  analyses  have  been  taken,  in  all  cases  the  results  have 
been  excellent.  The  samples  were  taken  after  chlorinatioh,  which  is  carried  out 
as  a  precautionary  measure  only. 

Ho  ohc-mioal  analysis  was  taken  during  the  year.  Owing  to  the  extrarae  hardnes, 
01  the  water  there  is  no  danger  from  dissolved  lead, 

B,  SEWERiiGE  Idil)  SEFEEitGE  BISPOSAL 


A  reasonaoly  good  effluent  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year 


SECTION  C 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Dr.  G.P,  Barclay  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  vdio  also 
acta  for  four  other  districts. 

Mr.  C.H.M.  Hazlewood,  M.Ft.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Housing  Maintenance  Officer. 

During  the  year  a  part  time  Clerical  Assistant  was  engaged  for  the  first 
time  by  the  Council  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  who  had  previously  to  do  this  work  themselves. 

2.  AlvlBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  West  Sioffolk  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  ambulance  service. 
Two  ambulances  are  stationed  in  the  tovm. 

5.  NURSING  IN  THL  HOME 

The  ?/ost  Suffolk  County  Council’s  Home  nursing  and  raidv/ifery  service  supply 
tv;o  District  Nurses. 


4.  INFANT  WELFilRE  CUnTRES. 


The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  provide  one  centre  in  the  twon.  A  clinic 
is  held  weekly  at  the  Youth  Club  premises,  Stour  Street,  on  Thursdays  at  2  p.m. 
Welfare  Foods  are  also  distributed  from  this  centre. 

5.  HOSPITALS 

St.  Leonards,  43 >  beds. 

V/alnuttree,  17O  beds. 

6.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
at  Ipswich  has  given  the  Borough  very  generous  service. 

SECTION  D. 

Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

1.  Housing. 

Niimber  of  houses  demolished  -  by  Demolition  Order  1 

-  by  Informal  action  2 

Number  of  Houses  closed  -  by  Closing  Orders  3 

-  in  pursuance  of 

undertaking  by  owners  0 


Unfit  houses  made  fit 
and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 


Improvement  Grants 


-  "by  formal  action  -  5 

-  by  informal  action-  l6 

-  Applications  -  2 

-  Certificates  granted  -  1 

-  Certificates  revoked  -  1 

-  During  the  year  grants  v/ere  approved 
in  respect  of  three  properties. 


2.  Moveable  Dwellings. 

■  5  Licences  in  respect  of  Moveable  Dwellings  had  effect  during  the  year. 
5.  Pet  itnimals. 

Licences  xmder  the  Pet  Animals  Act  1951  were  granted  in  respect  of  2 
premises  during  the  year. 

4.  Milk  and  Dairies. 


Number  of  Registered  Distributers  -  5 
Designated  Licences  in  force; 

Dealers  Tuberculin  Tested  -  3 
Dealei'S  Pasteurised  -  4 
Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  -  1 
Supplementary  Pasteurised  -  1 


Results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  v/sre  satisfactory. 

5*  Food  Hygiene  Re^ilations 

(l)  The  total  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  Pood  Premises  in  the  Borough  are 


as  followsi- 

Cafes  and  Rcstaxirants  -  13 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  -  6 

Confectioners  -  13 

Greengrocers  -  6 

Grocers  and  General  stores  -  ^0 

Butchers  -  10 

Fishmongers  -  6 

Public  Houses  -  28 

Hotels  -  3 

Clubs,  School  and  Factory  canteens  7 
Crisp  Factories  -  1 

Frozen  foods  packing  factory-  1 


Premises  manufacturing  Pork  pies  1 

A  market  is  held  on  the  Market  Hill  on  Th\irsdays  at  which  greengrocers ,  a 
fighmonger,  grocer  and  confectioner  hire  stalls. 

(ii)  Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  -  20 
Premises  ri^gistered  for  the  preparation  or  maniifacture 

of  Sausages  or  potted  pressed,  pickled  or  pri. served  food 
intended  for  sale  -  15 . 

(iii)  Of  the  total  number  of  125  Pood  Premises  65  were  inspected  during  the  year 

Previous  to  inspection  a  copy  of  an  abstract  of  the  Regulations  was  sent  to  each 
occupier.  Subsequent  improvements  to  the  properties  visited  have  included  the 
installation  of  wash  hand  basins  or  sinks  at  12  premises,  the  provision  of  Gas 
or  Electric  Plater  Heaters  at  19  premises  and  structural  alteration  or  extensive 
re-decoration  at  14  premises.  Works  to  other  premises  visited  are  in  progress 
It  is  apparent  from  the  premises  already  visited  that  a  lack  of  adequate  washing 
facilities  is  the  principal  contravention  of  the  Regulations. 
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6.  Meat  and  Food  Inspections  -  See  attached  sheets. 


7.  Disinfection  gjid  Disinfestation. 

Disinfestation  v/as  carried  out  at  7  premises  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  addition  the  refuse  tips  at  Ballingdon  Hill  and  Middleton  Road  were  treated 
at  regular  intervals  against  infestation  hy  flies. 

8.  Rodent  Control. 

Routine  survey  work  and  treatment  of  infested  properties,  including  Council 
properties  vas  carried  cut  hy  the  Council's  Rodent  Operator  during  the  year. 
Twenty-seven  business  premises  v/ere  treated,  under  agreement,  v/hen  found  to  be 
infested. 

Tv;o  Sev/er  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

9.  Council  Housing  Estates. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  public  health  duties,  the  appointment  of  Public  Health 
Inspector  carries  additional  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  Council  Houses 
and  other  duties  connected  v;ith  the  management  of  the  Council's  estates. 

At  the  end  of  195^  there  were  386  Council  houses. 

Numerous  visits  to  Council  estates  were  also  made  in  regard  to  the  erection 
of  garages  and  outbuildings,  and  general  observance  of  the  Council's  tenancy 
regulations.  Inspections  were  also  made  of  accommodation  occupied  by  families 
v;ho  had  applied  for  Council  houses. 

The  external  painting  of  54  Post-v/ar  houses  and  8  garages  v/as  carried  out 
by  contractors  during  the  year  and  constant  supervision  had  to  be  exercised. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  a  further  12  bungalov/s,  28  three  bedrooraed  and  6 
four  bedroomed  houses  at  the  V/oodhall  Estate  was  commenced  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year. 


SECTION  E. 


National  Assistance  Ect,  1948 


Section  47,  -  l^-emoval  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
protection. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  in  accordance  with  this 
section  of  the  Act. 


SECTION  F. 


I'revention  of  and  Control  over 
Ini’ectious  Diseases . 


NOT  IFIC^xT  IONS  Kl.CEIVED. 

Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Pnemonia  . .  . . 

Infective  Jrundice 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Erysipelas 
Poliomyelitis 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 

Typhoid  and  p.ara typhoid  fevers 


Cases  Notified. 


1 

14 

269 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

5 

47 

1 


2) 

(26) 

(10) 

(2) 

(2) 

2) 

2) 

0) 

-2) 

(3) 

(0) 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  of  cases  added  during 

the  year  , .  . .  . .  2  1  3 


N  on-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Total  Total 

2  2  4  7 


Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  register  at  end  of  year 


42  8 


20 


22 


6 


14 


56 


A.11  food  condemned  was  colourod  before  being  disposed  of,  principally  by  burying  at  the  Councils  tip. 
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SECTION  G. 

Factories  kot^  1957  and  1948 

Prascri'bed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 

1.-  INSPECTIONS  for  piirposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors.) 


Number  of 


Premises 


M/c 

line 

No. 


No.  on 
Register 


Inspections  Written  Occup.  M/c 
notices  Iros.  line 

No. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,5,4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities. +  !• 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority.  2. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec. 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  5» 


8 

75 


6 


10 


45 


7 


1. 


2. 


5. 


Total 


89  62 


■p  To  prevent  any  differences  betv/een  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the  Local 
Authorities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers  of  factories  in 
which  sections  1,2, 3,4  and  6  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  are  e^orced  by 
Local  Authorities,  it  is  requested  that  Local  Authorities  should  compare  th 
lists  of  factories  with  the  lists  kept  by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

T  i.e.  Electrical  Stations-f  Section  lOJ  (l)')',  Institutions  (Section  IO4) 
and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction 

(Sections  107  and  108) 


PART  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT 

OHTW'ORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 


line  No.  of  Outworkers. 

No. 


Curtains  and  Furniture 
hangings 

17 

1 

Textile  weaving 

43 

2 

d 

■'-i  ^ 


CO 


LTN 


VO 


CO 


ov 


o 


C\J 


O 

VO 


CO 


TO 

d 


c^ 

i<v 

ov 


w 

E^ 

o 


pH 

3 

E^ 

O 

Cr 


r- 

ov 


■p> 

o 


CO 

a) 

•H 

O 

-tJ 

o 

Cj 

(X, 

CD 

pel 

-P 

Cp 

O 

o 

•H 

-P 

c3 

-P 

CO 

•H 

£3, 

*H 

r-^ 

xi 

c3 

0) 

XI 

-p 

d 

o 

CO 
P 
cj 
( — 1 
d 
o 

•H 

-P 

P 

cd 

dj 

xJ 

CD 

PP 

•H 

p 

o 

00 

CD 

P 


CD 

d 

1 

o 

d 

a 

CO 

o 

d 

CD 

CD 

1 

CO 

CO 

d 

o 

d 

O 

o 

d 

^cJ 

CD 

rd 

0 

CD 

CD 

Cp 

d 

-P"^ 

d 

o 

xl 

■j 

d 

o 

a 

d 

•H 

•d 

CD 

Xl 

CO 

P 

p 

d 

to 

o 

1 

o 

d 

•d 

-p 

•H 

-P 

00 

c3 

t:3 

e 

d 

o 

o 


Ph 

D 

CO 

P 

IH 

o 

G 

'H 

o 

CD 

>1) 

d 

xl 

•P 


o 

-p 


lx> 

o 

1^4 

:.d 


CO 

E4 

O 

til 

S 

n 

w 

CO 

M 

w 


d; 

M 

CO 

:d 

00 

H 

C3 


CNJ 


o 

Cp 


^  o 

•  -P 


0 

0 

M 

o 

d 

d 

0 

0 

l>j 

fd 

0 

> 

pq 

ra 

rP 

d 

w 

M 

Td 

p 

1 — 1 

o 

d 

0 

o 

d) 

XI 

0 

d 

ta 

xi 

e 

o 

X 

K  •  i 

f'—i 

p 

I>3 

« 

o 

0 

o 

►-H 

o 

X 

'H 

(d 

p 

r| 

o 

ra 

p 

rj 

m 

M 

d 

d 

o 

•H 

•H 

x 

m 

ra 

0 

d 

0 

*H 

o 

ra 

X 

o 

0 

o 

b 

a 

0 

0 

P 

fd 

p 

o 

d 

d 

d 

Id 

0 

ltn 


'd 

d 

d 

o 

P4 


KV 


O  CD  » 

:>  d  o 

a  -H  3 


C\J 


o 

m 

0 

ra 

•H 

g 

0 

d 

Ph 

■0 

Xl 

p 

p 

d 

ra 

Td 

d 

0 

Cj 

d 

1 — 1 

0 

d 

!> 

o 

o 

■H 

o 

P 

ra 

d 

•P 

oJ 

X 

Id 

0 

d 

c3 

ra 

p 

CD  ^ 

G)  Z 

P  ra 

0  0 

Td  ra 

c3 

P  o 

H  = 

C\J 


CO 


'd' 


LTV 


VO 


r-4 

CO 


CO 

CO 

CD 

d 

•H 

r*H 

d 

d 

O 

rP 

O 

Cp 

O 

-P 

d 

a 


CO 

CO 


•H 

Ti 

o 

d 

o 

d 

<j 

> 

O 


N3 

e 

CO 


o 

d 

d 

-p 

d 

d 

CD 

0) 

■p 

o 

I — t 

pp 

Cj 

d 

o 

CO 

fd 


CO 


to 

d 

o 

•H 

x> 

d 

rp 

*d 

P> 

d 

0) 

> 

CD 

-P 


cd 

Q 


00 


VO 

CO 


a'\ 


o 

pi 


CVJ 


d 


o 

•H 

-p 

o 

d 


H 


ra 

p 

X 

d 

0 

0 

d 

o 

> 

ra 

.  -1 

0 

o 

y — s 

p 

0 

•5 

1 — 1 

c- 

p 

0 

P 

p 

• 

0 

0 

X 

d 

CO 

0 

ra 

p 

0 

p 

p 

o 

0 

d 

p 

0 

ra 

p 

o 

ra 

p 

0 

P 

d 

o 

d 

p 

tiD 

d 

d  p 

o 

0 

ce 

d 

d 

0  d 

p 

tjD 

p 

•H 

*H  0 

0 

GC 

d 

p 

C! 

d  p 

p 

d 

d 

d 

0  o 

X 

d 

CO 

1 — t 

X 

>  P 

cd 

P 

0 

0 

d  P 

p 

0 

CD 

d 

0 

O  Cp 

p 

ra 

d 

> 

o  d 

d 

0 

ra 

*P 

ra 

ra 

p 

P 

0 

P 

>j  d 

d 

o 

P 

0 

o 

d  H 

ix> 

12; 

0 

d 

•  J 

cj 

D 

p 

H-J  ^ 

^ - S 

d 

p 

p 

•rj  d 

X 

0 

0 

p 

0 

d 

v_^ 

j 

i 

0 

d 

a3 

P 

H 

CO 

0 

N3 


N~\ 


o 

VO 


hd 

&H 

to 

EH 


